Wisdom and Destiny

more that now are obscure. The clear
ideas may at times seem to govern our
external life, but the others perforce must
march on at the head of our intimate life,
and the life that we see invariably ends by
obeying the invisible life. On the quality,
number, and power of our clear ideas do
the quality, number, and power depend of
those that are vague; and hidden away in
the midst of these vague ones, patiently
biding their hour, there may well lurk
most of the definite truths that we seek
with such ardour. Let us not keep them
waiting too long; and indeed, a beautiful
crystal idea we awaken within us shall not
fail, in its turn, to arouse a beautiful vague
idea; which last, growing old, and having
itself become clear (for is not perfect clear-
ness most often the sign of decrepitude in
the idea ?), shall also go forth, and disturb
from its slumber another obscure Idea, but
loftier, lovelier far than it had been itself
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